and he (Mr. A.) should think that he
owed an a ugymthus-nnleﬁwu&un'-wﬂdmlhmb-
joct, hldhgdnulhunpwddhy other gentlemen. He be-
lieved s year would not pass sway before all men, of .ll par-
ties, would concur in rendering to that gentleman the highest
of approbation.
The .ul:_pu was here dropped.
THE TARIFF BILL. '

Mr. LEWIS, from the Committee on Finance, to w!
was committed the bill to modify the tariff, with instructions
¢ to remove the new duties imposed by said bill in all cases
« where any foreign raw material is taxed to the prejudice of
+ any mechanic or manufacturer, so that no other or higher
¢ duty shall be collected on any such raw material than is pro-
¢ vided by the sct of August 30, 1842 ; and further, so to re-
¢ gulate all the duties imposed by this bill as to raise a reve-
* nue sufficient for the exigencies of the country,” reported
back the bill, and asked to be discharged from the further con-
sideration of the above instructions.

Mr. EVANS said that, in thereport made by the chairman
of the Committee on Finance, he, as a member of that com-
mittee, had not concurred ; and there was another member be-
sides himself who did not concur in it any more than he. He
should now like to know some of the reasons for making such
a
should like o hear why, after the Senate of the United States
had, by a majority of the body, ordered one of its committees
to do & certain act, why it was that that committee bld nei-
ther done the act directly, nor made any effort to doit? He
did not think the chai of the ittee had even un-
apers delivered to him by the Secretary of the
Senate. He was opposed to discharging the committee.

Mr. LEWIS, the chairman of the Committee on Finance,
waid that the resolution was one of such an indefinite charac-
ter that, even had there been time toact in compliance with it,
the committee could not have told to what articles it was in-
tended 1o apply. It was difficult to tell what articles were de-
signated by the term'raw material. He supposed that iron
was a raw material, and so was wool, and so was hemp. If
the was intended to apply to these articles, a com-
pliance with it must have set aside the whole finme-work of
the bill. He thought, under the circumstances, that the com-
mittee were fully jutisfied in asking to be discharged from =
further consideration of the resolution, inasmuch as the hon+
orable Senator from Delaware (Mr. Crarron) had openly
avowed, when he maved it, that it was intended for the de-
struction of the bill. If the bill was to be destroyesd, he
thought that the committee might at least ask not to b6 made
the executioners of their own bill. 3

Mr. R. JOHNSON said that he understood ¢he chairman
of the committee to say virtually that the reason why the com-
mittee did not act in obedience to the instractions of the Se-
nate was, that those instructions wete csiculuted to defeat the
bill—

needed upon that floor,

Mr. LEWIS. Waere intended %0 deful it. ; !
Mr. JOHNSON. The chairman said they were intended

to defeat the bill, because suck an intention had been avowed
by the Senator from Delawsre ; and the committee wfrrelhfme
icati the instructions, because, il those

f::‘: - o“"f‘ lﬁnl: > 1 out, the whole frame of;‘ the bill
changed. Now, Mr. J. desired to know what right

:.n m:iu.. of the Senate had to refuse to obey instructioris
imposed on them by the Senate, because, in their own opin-
ion, those instructions went to change the whole character of
a bill they had reported. Suppose they did, what then?
That was the very question which had been decided. The
Senate, after due deliberation and a full di of the whole
matter, had determined so 1o instruct the committee, snd if the
instractions required a change in the bill, then the Senate bad
determined that such change should be made. The duty of
the committee was ministerial. I'hey were uog to judge of
the instructions, bat to carry them out.

Another reason given Ly the chairman was, mu these in-
structions were indefinite in their nature, and the commitlee
refused to carry them oul, because it was impossible for themn
1o determine what articles were designated as 1aw materials.
‘T'his was certainly a most extraordinary declaration 1o come
from the chairman of 3 Committee on Finance. The instrue-
tions directed them to take up the bill of 1842 and find out
what articles enumerated in that bill consisting of raw mate -
rials employed by manufactures in the United States were then
left free of duty, and to insert the same in the new bill as free
articles, and then to examine what raw materials were taxed
higher by this bill than by the act of 1842, and o bring down
the tax upon them to that standard.

Mr. J. would venture to say that a process like this might
as wel be ascomplished in two days as in two years. Why
had not the committee made the attempt’ He asked his
friend (Mr. Evaxs) to say whether any effort had been made
in the committee to comply with the instructions ’° The in-
lered by the Senate at five o'clock last even-

str were
ing, and the committee did not meet till nine this morning,
and here the chairmin eame into the Senate and asked to be
discharged from these instructions, because he would not und:ar-
take to comply with that portion of them which had relation
to the raw ial. The i foreanth eonld not tell
what was intended by raw material. Why, was there any
difficulty in any man of common sense understanding what
was meant by raw material employed in manufactures in the
United States 7 But, if the chairman was so wholly unin-
formed as not to know thus much, let him go to the Depart-
ment and there examine what articles now come in free of
duty as raw material. Surely, when he had found out what
these articles were, there coulid be no further difficulty in com-

But the instructions required the committee to do more than
this. They directed themto find out what amount of duty would

be sufficient to § such an t of revenue as was re-
quired by the exigencies of the country. Did it require any
great effort to do this ! The wanted a certain amount

of money to be ruised by duties. The chairman could find
out how much this was by applying to the Becretary of the

as he had not heard of any in the committee. He | 0g

tanner should be called on to ssy what he considered raw ms-
terial, his snswer would probably be raw hides ; but if &
shoemaker were asked what is raw material, his reply would
be tanned leather. And 80 on, in sn in succeasion,
through all the various branches and e of labor. How
could the committee undertake to these instructions with-
out the requisite information, and without the necessary time
and opportunity to procure it ! Still he would go on, and en-
deuortndait,iflheﬂmﬂe.n!hrdueddwm.mdqu
hearing what the committee had 1o say, should still determine
8o to order it. He could, however, do but one of two things :
either 1o take such an amount of time as the proper perform-
ance of the task would require, or make a botch of the work.
He brought this alternative to obtain the sense of the Senate.
They had now at length come up to the point. . They were
now called to vote finally on this bill, and every gentleman
must give such a voto as he should be prepared to stand by.
Mr. HUNTINGTON said that the request of the chairman
of the Finance Committee hud placed that body in an attitude

g

the country.
He was bound, in this matter, to be
is mind, The question on this bill

=
£

did not properly belongto him. On his hands lay now the re-
spousibility of passing or rejecting this bill. He did not occupy
the position of forcing this measure on the country by a Whig
vote. He represented butone State : the otficer of the
Senate ted the whole American . You, sir, (said
Mr. J., addressing Mr. Darras,) have elected to the post
the Democratic party. If the Demoeratic party

which he believed it had never occupied bef He doubted

if a single instance could be found in all the recorded legisla-

tion of the country where s committee had been ordered to do
a specific nct, and had refused, without even making an at-

tempt to do it.

r. LEWIS said the committee did not refuse ; they only

to be discharged.

Mr. HUNTINGTON, resuming, said that tha‘mu_lmimr
had been directed to make u certain alteration in this bill, and

they had reported the bill back to the Senate without even al-
tempting to make such alteration. As to the reasons which

they had stated, he should consider them afterwards. What
was it the Senate had done yesterday ! The Senato had de-
cided that the bill should be amended, and aumended in a par-
ticular way. Did they not 7 And they had written down on
paper the particulars in which the committee should amend
the bill, and they had sent that paper to the committee. It
was no direction to them to inquire into the expediency of so
‘amending the bill ; it was not left with the committee to Jjudge
whether they should or should not. It was a direction, an
order, as peremptory in its nature asany order directed to the
Secretary of the Senate. Yet the committee, instead of making
the amendments they had been directed to make, reported back
the bill withontany amendments at all. They declined to do
the duty nssigned, and Mr. H. insisted that this was unusual,

unprecedented, and extraordinary. [Mr. Baxrox was h:am
understood to say that he could produce precedents of a similar
proceeding. | : s

What had been the, reasons assigned by the chaitman of the
committee for not doing his duty * T'he first, and indeed the
only reason given by him, except a suggestion at the close of
his remarks, was that the committee bad not had time. Not
time—to do what? In the first place, the Senate had de-
cided that the committee had time, for they had directed them
to do it, and they were as good judges of the time required as
the committee wese. The Senate had not directed the com-
mittee to report this morning. The Senate knew just as well
as that commitiee what day they had fixed for adjournment,
and how many legislative days and other days intervened, and
with a full knowledge of these facts it had directed the Com-
miltee on Finance to do a certain thing; and now the chair-
man of that committee came there and very modestly told the
Senate that they ought not to have required the committee to
perform this task, because the committee were of opinion that
there was no time to do it.

The Senate had decided that the bill should not puass with-
out a Iment, but should be anended. The committee
had brought it back iuto the Senate without any amendment,
and now asked, on the authority of their opinion, that the bill
should become a law just as it stood, without any amendment
atall. Now, with all personal respect, Mr. H. insisted that
if this report of the committee should be accepted, the Senate
would sanction any one of its ittees in disregarding and
refusing to comply with any order the Senate might give. The
committee had not time, and so they did not make any effort
to comply with either branch ot the instructions, No time !
Why, what was the first instructions given > ‘To amend the
bill in regard to those articles of raw material which were em-
ployed in the manufactures of the United States. Now, who
did not practically know what was the meaning of such a di-
? The question was too plain to admit of dispute, but
the committee had not gone into any inquiry as to what such
raw materials were. Had they the Senators from Maine,
or Maryland, whether hemp was an article of raw material, and
whether wool wae another? No, not a word. But they
came back here and pleaded ignorance. They did not know
what a raw material meant. What a pity ! But how long
would it have taken them to comply with this first branch of
the instructions > All they would have to do would be to take
up the act of '42 and examine it, to find what articles of raw
material were there free of duty, and if such articles there free
were taxed in the new bill, to take them out of the class of taxed
articles and put them into the class of free ; and so if any such
article was taxed in the new bill higher than in the act of "42,
1o reduce the new tax to the level of the old one. Would such
an operation take over hall an hour’? There was not & man
i"that chamber who could not make the whole alteration re-
quired in less than am hour's timo.

Bul what was the 1 L h of the i tion? It
was that the committee should lay such duties on articles not
raw material as should produce revenue sufficient to meet the
exigencies of the country.  Had they not time for this°  Had
not the Treasury Department stated what was the amount
which the Government would need *  And had not the chair-
man told the Senate what he expected this bill to raise } Now,
if the alteration on the raw material would produce a reduc-
tion of revenue, all the committee had to do was to impose
that amount in addition to the duties on the other articles.
And were not the committee as competent to do this as they
were to report upon the bill in the first instance 7 Was not
his friend from Mississippi (Mr, SexienT) as competent to
make these alterations in the bill as to judge that the hill was

fit and proper to be passed in ita p state ?
& z Mr. SPEIGHT said that he would frankly answer the gen-
of that tl from C ticut, and say that he could not do any

Treasury, who had himself made an _
When be got the sum, then all the committee had to do was
10 set themselves Lo work in earnest and so arrange the amount
of duties s to provide that sum. He hoped the instructions
would be eontinued, and that the request of the committee to
be discharged from them would not be complied with.

Mr. SPEIGHT said 1t was sufficient for his purpose that a
majority of the committee had ordered such arequest to be made.
He would give his own reasons why he thought it ought to be
complied with : other gentlemen might give theirs. We had
now but eight legislative days of the present session after this
day. The latter clause of these instructions struck at the
whole bill, and required the commitlee to report an entirely
new tariff. They were g0 to arrange the duties as 10 raise
sufficient revenue to meet the exigencies of the country.
Would the honorable Senator from Maryland be gool enough
to tell the Senate what the instroctions meant by that phrase,
the exigencies of the country ?  Did it include ouly the ordi-
nary exg of the G in & lime of peace, or was
it intended to cover the whole amount of the annual war ex-
penses ' [n either event, greal adepts as the members of the
Pinance Committee might be at figures, and however learned
in the matters of the revenue, they could not make the requi-
site calculations in one week. They could not within that
time find out what revenue would be needed, and so digest
the bill as to distribute that sum in due proportion on each
article taxed. Yet the ¢ ittee were required by the reso-
lution to go to work and 1o prepare and report & new tariff
bill, to be discussed by both Houses——when ! Both Houses
had by resolution fixed upon the tenth of August as the day
for their adjournment. The Senate had done this, indeed,
contrary to Mr. 8. vote ; and the very state of things which
he had predicted in juence of fixing it had now come.
By the very men who fixed upon that day the Finance Com-
mittee were urged to set themselves to work and now prepare
anew bill.  Did any man in his senses believe that in the
short time which yet remained soch an instruction ss this

such thing in the space of eleven days, nor could any other
member of the committee.

Mr. HUNTINGTON resumed, and said if the gentleman
could not do it, it must be owing to the infirm state of his
health, (and no man regretted more than he did that the
health of the honorable Senator was no better ;) bat if the
gentleman thought that he was himsell quite incompetent to
auch a task, here was a gentleman from Maine near him (Mr.
Evaxs) who had been long enough familier with questions of
revenue to know something about them He thought that if he
had asked him he coold have presented him with such views
a8 would enlighten him in the task. But the committee took
good care not to give him a chance. Neither his friend from
Maine, (Mr. Evaxs,) nor his friend from Maryland, (Mr.
Jonwsox,) both of whom were bers of the mittee,
had had an opportunity of making even an effort to perform
the duty assigned them by the Senate. A majority of the
committee had decided that they were not competent to do it,
and therefore, in their opinion, nobody could do it. Mr. H.
would submit it to the Senate whether they would sanction a
course like this in one of their committees >  He thought it
was due to the dignity of the body that, havinginstructed a
committee, it should insist that at least an effort be made to
obey such instructions, 'T'he Senator from Missouri (Mr.
Besxtox) had indeed said that if he was again instructed he
would set to work. Instructed agein! Was it necessary,
then, that the Senate should reiterate its instructions *  That
it should require, and insist, and compel, before one of its
committees would evin attempt to do what it was directed to
do? He it, this was an | state of things,
and he the committes would be sent back, and charged
to obey the instructions of the body.

Mr. JARNAGIN here rose, and said that he thought it
was his duty to himself and to his country that he should put
an end to this affair. He was now fully satisfied that no

could be complied with ! The committee certainly did not,
and they had accordingly reported back the same bill which
they had before brought into the Senate, and had instructed
their chairman to ask that they might be discharged from the
lution of instructi If, however, the Senate should
refuse to discharge them, they would go on and exhaust the
residue of the semsion in endeavoring to comply with it ; but,
when they had done so, Mr. 8. predicted that the day of ad-
Jourmnment would come and find them about as near the com-
pletion of their task as they were now.
Mr. BENTON asked that the resolution of instruetion un-
der which the bill had been sent out should be read ; and it
was read accordingly. Mr. B. mid that he declared to the
Henate that it was from no factious spirit the committen
asked to be discharged from these instructions. 8o far ns he
was concerned, it was his judgment that it would be utterly
impossible for the « to execute the task here imposed
upon them, ither with the approbation of theirown judgment
or with the chance of doing any good. It was an utter impos-
wibility that they should, and therefore they had brought back
bill with & report declaring their utter inability to do what
were ordered, and asking to be discharged from the
And this request, made under these circumstances,
the question on discharging the committee in reality a
test question upon the bill. ‘The motion was, thut the com-
mittee be discharged ; on that motion the yeas and nays would
be demanded, so that the bill was in fact now upon its final
vote, There was no doubt of that, and every gentleman here
who meant to vote either in the affirmative or negative would
now vote u ingly. If the bill was recommitted, and
the order of the Senate should be reiterated, Mr. B. submitted
that the ecommittes could not perform the duty required of
them. He should nevertheless go on, and endeavor to obey
it.  He confessed, however, he should be unwilling 10 bring
into the Senate what workmen would call & boteh. He was
wholly unwilfing to go to work like an ig t tomi
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Jment could or would be made in this bill, and it was
thmefore useless Lo insist on keeping it before the committee
The only effact of such n course must be to smother the bill.
When he had voted yesterday for the instructions he had had
no such pafpose in eontemplation. Had he resorted to such
a mode of destroying the bill he should pot have consdered
himsell as discharging his duty secording to his instructions:
He had at one time thought it his duty, under the instrue-
tions, 1o vote for the bill just as it eame from the House, not
because he thought it & good bill, but because, contrary to his
Jjudgment, it was determined by a majority to put the country
on a great experiment, and he was willing that they should
take the responsibility and abide the consequences.  But when
he witnessed the exigeney into which the country was brought,
and saw the Secretary of the Tregsury asking for loans and
Treasury notes, and knew that this bill would reduce the re-
venue, he came to the conclusion that if amendmants should
be offered it would be his duty to vote for them.

But what was the state of things now’ The Democratic
majority in the Senate declined making any amendment in
the bill, yet here was an application to keep it in committee,
when gentlernen om both sidea of the chamber wished the bill,
if it passed at all, to pass in its present form. Mr. J had
asked for amendments, but the majority told him that none
should be made. Now, then, the question put to him was,
whether this bill should pass or whether it should be defeated
by hie vote ! And if it should be, would that vole be in con-
formity with the instroctions of his Legislature > With the
most anxious wish to discharge his doty, and with the advice
of his own political friends—advice not intruded wpon him,
but given to him in all kindness—he had been brought for a
time to the conclusion that it would be best to postpone any
further action on the bill to the next session of Congress ; but,
on mature deliberation, he had come to a different conelusion.
Why should they postpone the bill, if they thought there

into the care and keeping of the representative of the whole
people. We shall l.hT;sm whether it is a ic mea-
sure or mot. Mr. J. would not occupy a position which did
not rightfully belong to him. He desired to stand resfus in
curia ; he would not take the responsibility of a party mea-
sure when the pdrty had a majority here. It was well known
that he did not approve of this bill ; yet he would not vote
aguinst it, because he was instructed to vote in its favor. He
was fully aware that his course did not meet the approbation
of his political associates, and it was very painful to him to be
compelled in this instance to separate himself from them. He
had most earnestly desired that this cup might passfrom him ;
but this could not be. Come life, come death, he must take
it ; and he should proceed to do his duty, though none could
regret more than be the pain he must inflict on his
political friends. He had no doubt that the consequences of
this act would be visited on his head, and, if so, he should go
contentedly into the walks of private life and then do battle
against bill. He believed that those who opposed it were
right, and he believed fully that theif course would meet a
hearty response from the American people ; and he hoped in
God that the day would come when that response would be
heard in these halls. Meanwhile he should now vote for dis-
charging the Finance Committee according to their request, and
would look to God and to the eountry for the result. He must
do his duty, even though his political friends should desert him
on account of it.

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON said that it was very true (as the
Senator from Missouri, Mr, Bextox, had observed) that the
present vote was decisive of the fate of the bill. If the com-

ate had given, the bill would fall ; if they were discharged,
o doubt it would become a law. As to the announcement
made by the h ble gentl from T (Mr. Jan-
xauiN) that it was his purpose to the instructions re-
ceived by him, he had heard it with hearifelt sorrow. And
now he had a word to say to gentlemen on the other side of
the chamber.

The chairman of the Finance Committee had said that Mr,
(., when moving the instructions, had announced that it was
his ohject to defeat the bill, and that the committee thought
that they were not bound to be the executioners of their own
bill. It was very true that Mr. C. had frankly acknowledged
that he sought to defeat the bill, because he considered it as
the source of unmixed and incalealable mischief. Not that
he was opposed to any modification of the tariff. He was by.
no means 5o attached to the present law that he would not
vote for any other. On the contrary, he was ready at all
times to lend his aid in a proper amendment of it. It was
true that he did seek, by the instructions he had moved, to
P the iat of the h and the manufacturer,
and also to such an
equal to the exigencies of the country.

The Senator from Mississippi (Mr. Sex1auT) had inquired
of him what he meant by the exigencies of the country, and
how much revenue he thought would be sufficient to meet
them, and had dwelt on the impossibility of arranging a bill
to accomplish that object within the time that now remained

had | country earn their daily living—articles which
handicraft

mittee should not be discharged from the instructions the Sen- | réq

t of revenue as should be | pose

It keeps out of the Treasury more revenue than the whole
amourt of duties on the other articles, Hero is your main
reduction, and ‘it is all oo urticles of extreme luxury.
whole reduction in the bill is on such articles as none of the
middle classes use or have any direet interest in. It is now
propused to ses whether you will or will not continue this
process ; whether you will, while reducing duties on articles of
the highest luxury used by the rich alone, increase duties on
urticles which coustitute the raw material of our own home
manufactured articles, out of which all the laboring men of the

j oceu-
pation to labor. On these articles you have in-
creased your duties. You diminish the duty to be paid by the
rich and raise the duty to be by the masses. You sug-
ment the duties under o tariff’ which you declared to be an ob-
noxious Whig measure, and which duties you demanded to
have reduced. You are asked now to send the bill to a eom-
mittee, that they may take off the additional amount where
your duties now exceed those laid by the tariff’ of
1842—and you will not do it. You are determined to indulge
those who consume the richest luxuries and to raise your taxes
on the poor laborer, The whole character of this bill is that.
It seems to revel in the delight of taking away men's employ-
ment. This characteristic runs through the whole of it. I
had hoped that the gentleman (Mr. Jamnyaeix) who de-
clared himself yesterday with so much emphasis against the
policy of taxing the raw material, would have held to his pur-
pose. I shall hold to mine. While this bill reduces the Ju-
ties on the highest luxuries of life, occasioning thereby a vast
loss to the revenue, and-while you refuse to lower the duties
here imposed on raw material down to the level of the
bill of 1842, I say that your bill holds a language which
cannot and which will not be misunderstood. The people of
the United States will see that this is not a bill for the masses ;
that itis not a bill for lharon!;thltil is not a bill for employ-
ment; but that it is a bill for the relief of the highest and most
luxurious classes of the community. They will perceive and
understand that it is a bill which goes to take his living from
the poor and the laborious man, while it lessons the taxes of
his rich neighbor. None are so blind that they will not see
this ; nor ure the people so callous that they will not feel it.
In this view I admit that this is a test question. It is a test which
settles who are in favor of raising taxes on the raw material,
to the ruin of the American laborer, and who are in favor of
reducing duties on the highest luxuries of human life. That
is the test, and none can escape from it.

I am infavor of keeping this bill in the committee. I shall
vole for that. The committee come here and tell us there is
not time to do what we have directed. T'hey say they cannot
doit? 8Sir, was the like ever heard * Could not the com-
mittee have at least said, we are ready to do what the Senate
nires, but it will take a long time to do it ?

Mr. SPEIGHT. That isthe very report we made.

Mr. WEBSTER. No such thing. Thecommittee made
no re, They have not presented any report to this body
which would submit their views to the Senatle, and let the
Senate decide upon them. I do not believe that that commit-
tee have conferred half an hour. I do not think they have
_considered the thing for ten minutes ; indeed, I doubt if they
have met at all. Yet they tell us they cannot do what we
have instructed them to do. Why, sir, on the first branch of
the instructions there is no difficulty at all. Where isit?
There is not a gentleman here wh could not do it in one
hour. No; the committee decline doing it, not from waut of
time, but from want of purpose.

Here Mr. SEVIER called Mr. WensTeR to order.

Mr. WEBSTER. Toorder! How am I out of order ?

Mr. SEVIER. The Senator is out of order in reflecting on
the purposes of the committee.

Mr. WEBSTER. [ said it was from the purpose of the
committee ; and is it not * Is it not the purpose of the com-

Mr. SEVIER insisting on his point of order—

The CHAIR decided that there was nothing in the re-
marks of the Senator from Massachusetts in the least out of
order. : :

Mr. WEBSTER. Now, then, I think that for such an
i.nterruPl.ion the Senator from Arkansas owes me and the Se-

of the present session. After what that 8 and oth
had said, Mr. C, would not insist that . the committee could
obey the instructions ; but it was his opinion thaton that point
they were mistaken. Bat, supposing them not to be mista-
ken, what was the result ? e Senate had deliberately de-
cided that the pending bill should be amended in a particular
manner. The committee declared that it was impossible for
them to comply. Here, then, was a measure so premature
and erude thyt the committee could not make it perfect, though
pressed by all the weight of the authority of the Senate. In
this declaration we had an admission that a bill was destined
to puss which the Senate, after full consideration, had decided
ought not to pass in its present form. If the Senator wished
to know what Mr. C. meant by the instructions he had moved,
he would say to that gentleman that he meant the committee
should report a bill taking off’ the odious discrimination which
this bill made in favor of European labor, and which should
at the same time rise a sofficient amount of revenue to pro-
vide for the civil list and for the interest on the national debt ;
and, lastly, which should also provide s sinking fund to pay
off the debi itself.

Mr. SPEIGHT here interposed to ask what amount, in
round numbers, the Senator thought would be ient to
meet these ?

Mr. CLAYTON said he had not made an exactcalculation,
but it would be no very difficult matter todo so. He had made
some examination, and, though he should not at present at-
tempt to pronounce a definite opinion, yet he thought gentle-
men would find it by no means so difficult a matter as they
su

It was certain, however, thct the revenue, even under the
act of 1842, would be insufficient to cover all these objects ;
and it was still more flagrantly evident that under the new
bill the revenue collected must fall vastly below the mark.
This no gentleman attempted to deny. It was, in fact, open-
Iy admitted, officially admitted, for Congress had passed a bill
nuthorizing the issue of ten millions in Treasury notes, which
notes might be reissued.

Mr. SPEIGHT. Not with my vote.

Mr. CLAYTON said he did not know how the Senator
had voted. He had himself objected to such a measare, and
always would object. 'When the Government created a debt,
he held that it was their bounden duty at the same time to
lay such taxes as should meet that debt and discharge it
This was with him a cardinal principle of legislation. It had
been strongly recommended by Mr. Jefforson ; but the party
now in power, which boasted of being his followers, had de-
parted from and deliberately abandoned that wise policy.

T'he Senator said there was not now time to mature a bill
imeonformity with the instructions given, and this bacause the
Senate had fixed uwpon a day of adjournment. To do the
8 j Mr. C. admitted that he did not believe there
was time. He had always avowed his willingness to give
gentlemen on the other side all the time they should ask for.
He had openly announced on the floor of the Senate that he
was teady to sustain their day, and it was they themselves
who bad named the 10th of August, Mr. C. had wined in
the vote for thai day, because, and, only because, they had
fixed upon it. The Benator, therefore, had no right to taunt
him with curtailing the session.

If the committee thought there was not time to complete
the task, let them introduce a resolution to prolong the time.
If the 10th was (oo soon, let thetn name a more distant da;
Mr. C. was not for discharging them from the
a great duty like this beeause the 10th of August did not

30th ; he was willing they should have all the time they ask-
ed.  They could not escape by saging that they had not time.

They should not inflict mischief, and then say it was because
the opponents of the bill would not allow them time to avoid it ;

they should hgve no such excuse.

Something had been said about amendments to the bill. On
that subjeet Mr. O, had done his whole duty. He had offer-

ed amendments which would cover the whole groynd. He
regretted to say that one of those had failed, and he did not
feel under obligation to do any more, If his amendments had
been adopted, they would have fully protected the industry of
the country. If the Senate did not chose to sdopt them, it
was not his faylt. On their heads must rest the consequences,
not on his. He did net feel that he had wasted the time of
the Senate. He had rarely addressed the body, and never
but on a great subject. But he had done. He did not mean
to haress gentlemen. He bad faithfolly warned them ; and
now let the canseguences fall where they might.

Mr. WEBSTER admittad thgt the question now before the
Senate was in one respeet what the Spnator from Missouri
(Mr. Bexron) had declared it to be—a test question ; hut not
exactly in the light in which that gentleman so considerad it.
It was & test question in a general and different sense—in an-
other aspect altogsther. We are here, (said Mr. W.) call-
ing ourselves a Democratic Uongress.  The majority are pur-
porting to be about to pass a great Demgeratic measure.  If
there is any meaning in that term, it is that this is a mepsure
which will favor the masses, which will favor the people ; that
it prefers the injerests of the masses to the interests of a few
who arethought to be p of a high of wealth,
Now, | ask what sort of a bill doos the question beforo us
show this great Democratic moasure to be ' it purports to be
““an act reducing dutier on imyp and for other purposes,’”
and the title would not Jescribe the bill at all if it had not

those other purposes is to anhance duties.  The true inter,

tation of the bill and its proper title would be, ** a bill lnmﬂ;‘;
certain duties and sugment others.”  To see whether this is
wuch a bill us it is pretendad to be, whether it is in favor of

would be a ehange in the op the p } Bopposing
there should be such a change, when was the hill fo go into

and cut and slash among bones and muscles and nerves and
tendons withomt k what he was about. If he was to
{npll’!,l a bill, ke must have the nids and means to
welp him in bringing in wneh a bill as he should be prepared
10 stand by.

Now, at the very threshold the inquiry eame up, what is
raw material ' Why, in the view of a manufactarer of cloth,
he suppesed raw material would mean wool, but in the view
of a tailor raw material would mean manufactured cloth. If n

operation ' On the first day of December next, and Congress
would meet on the filth, immediately after it had goneinto effect.
Nothing, therefore, would be gained by postponing the bill ;
on the contrary, it would only lesd 1he to a deceptive
security, to a delusive hope. Wan it not better that the fact
should at ones be put plainly belore them. Lot them see and
know that the purpose to pass such a bill was serious, and bhad
been pursued to action, let them examine the bill in its prae-

the #, look at the question now before us—a question
which i likely to terminate as is asked by the gentleman from
Alabama, (Mr. Lewis,) the chairman of the Committes on
Finanee,

This bill does reduce duties ; but on what ?  There may
be mome articles for the benefit of the middling classes, but
the great amount of reduction is on such lr.&la s ware
contained in the list 1 read yosterday. The bill reduces
duties on spirits, on spices, on t | and all other fruits,
on rendy made clothing, on rich and costly carpets, on silks,

tical operation ; let them get up their meetings and express

on rich cut-glass, T'he reduction was on this class of articles,

’.
of | e
afford them) a sufficient time. Let them say the 20th, or the | M

added those words, ‘“and for other purposes.” And one of |

nate a apology,
Mr. SEVIER, z:ughing.) ‘Well, I make you as hand-
how.

some a one as | know

Mr. WEBSTER. It somehow always happens that my
differences with the Senater from Arkansas end in a good-na-
tured sort of way. [A laugh.]

To resume wgu I was sayipg. | say still, that, if the Com-
mittee on Finance had thought it incumbent on them to obey
the instructions of the Senate, they would have found time to
doit. Before meridian this day they might readily have ac-
complished the object contained in the first part of the instruc-
tions. But I rather think they did not greatly fatig

The | against American industry.

mittee that this bill shall pass agitis ? s not that your pur- ! Now look at another
? 1 11

i

| total loss, then, to the Treasury, on the thirty millions would

them- | ;

ilege of exchanging the ucts of their labor in mar-
mwbwn.hcycould Bt dwp‘ln:u price, was o law directed
i Qu the contrary, it was u law
in favor of nineteen-twentieths of the people of the United
States. [t was u bill to benefit the people
valley of the i, all wholived south of the Potomae, the
great body of the people in the Middle States, and, in fact, the
people of all the States of the Union except Massachuseits and
Rhode Island. Mr. McD. believed that in New York and in
Ivania there were ten honest farmers who suffered by
the existing tax upon iron where there was one laborer bene-
fited by it; and yet they were told that this was a bill agsinst
the labor of the country. Were the friends of this bill_to
grant, what seemed 1o be assumed on the other side, thatthere
were po laborers in the United States but those in the fac-
tories, what became of all the farmers of the country, and all
their sons and daughters }  What were the interests of all
these in comparison with the interests of the three hundred
thousagd luborers in our factoies ! Yet all must be subjected
to taxation for the bepefit of this small number. They form-
ed un aristocracy of luburers, and Congress was to make all
who did not belong to that privileged class tributary to their
support. And now, because the friends of this bill were in
favor of restoring to the great masses of our agricultural po-
pulation, who could not meet and act in concert, the rights of
which they had been deprived by the manufucturers, they
were to be charged with passing an aristocratic bill.  He re-
pelled the and insisted it was an insult to the agricul-
tural laborers of this country to say that there were no labor-
ers deserving of ion but those who were in the factories

Mr. McD. m he had recently seen a gentleman from
Boston, who had lately returned from Illinois, and who told
him that he there saw the daughters of & wealthy farmer dress-
ed in frocks made of unbleached eotton, such as we got from
Liverpool for four cents s yard ; and this in a country where
a furmer on twenty or thirty acres would raisc an annuval sur-
plus of five or six hundred bushels of grain. Under that great
measure accomplished in England by Sir R. Peel—a measure
which marked an erain the history not only of that great
man’s life, but in the history of the civilized world, and which
Mr. McD. looked upon s the greatdst of all the measures of
modern times—he would venture to say that in ten yeas from
this time E;Pﬂﬂl to the value of fifteen millions would go from
the valiey of the Mississippi to England, and would return in
the shape of manufactured goods at half the prico we were
now paying. .

Mr. McD. said that, asa copy of the resolutions adopted in
Boston, and to which he hdd before referred, had now been
handed to him, he would ask that they should be read. They
contained such an admirable and such a philosophic exposi-
tion of the doctrines of free trade, that Mr. MeD. was willing
this bill should go to the country with these resolutions ap-
pended to it

Betore they were read, however, he wished to add one word
nore on the subject of revenue. He enteriaingd strong and
decided views oy that subject, but had hitherto forborne to ex-
press them. He believed that this bill would produce quite
as much revenue as was now obtained under the act of 1843.
Although on some articles the duties were reduced in amount,

who resided in the |

uble Senstor had talked s littlo more to the Chair about the
ellict of this bill on Penusylvania ican, it might have bevn as
well a8 to confine himsell to woollens and collons.

I ngree that, whether from the changes which Lave taken
place in the business of the counliy or not, ever since
the teriff of 1824 there had been no such thing as going back.
That tarifl’ was passed without asking or oblaining the con-
sent of Muassachuselts. She gave bul one vote in ils favor.
Her people had, up to that time, sdadicted themselves mainly
to commerce, but they then saw that the time was come when
they must conform themselves to the will of the country in
teprdwldomul'u: manufsctures, and they I"".ym
induced, 1 may almost compelled, to vest amount
of their capital and I-b;,ln that pursuit.  If there be any in-

consistency inhvin;:mo-dtbo?lﬂrdhnofmml
ntls previous period, advocating it at a time when cir-
t had entirely ¢ ,llmuulyloadmhllh

change, | admit in the broadest sense that I sgreed with
every word in those resolutions, but now there is such n thing
a5 & moral necessity of maintaining the habits and pursuits
business men, which they entered into twenty-two years
solely in consequence of laws passed by C .
And now as to the increase of duties in this bill, 1 confined
my obseryations to those imposed upon raw material. In an-
swer to this, the Senator says that the duty is only five per
cent. Well, what of that ? A difference of five per cent. is
quite enough to put an end to many establishments now in this
If there were no competition from sbroad it would
be a diffrent thing ; but when there is competition, and the
British maoufacturer is pressing on his American rival, snd
when much capital is of neccssity vested in raw material, a
loss of five per cent. may Iau]:illmn;hhdnidclhom—

policy like this !
duty. Her country is full of skill, and and machine-
ry, and of labor at half the price we pay, and against all this
this bill either expects that the American artisan can live here,
or, if he cannot, it means to destroy him, and to say that we
shall import all that he now makes. To add to all his other
disadvantages in compeling with greater capital and cheaper
labor, you here add a loas on his raw material :

The SBenator says that the poor people in this country are
to be greally benefited by the importation of chesp cottons ;
and he thinks we should import such goods to the amount of
$10,000,000. Well, if we do, all I can say is, that there
will be presented a very singular spectacle upan the , far
it is certain that last year we exported of such m the
amaunt of $4,500,000. Here, then, are our ships carrying
cottons out of the country, while other ships are bringing
cottons in. 4

Mr. McDUFFIE said the exports had been of coarse cot-
tons.
Mr. WEBSTER. The Senator is mistaken ; they were
uot exclusively of coarse cottons ; they were of such as bring
seven cents in Boston. Nor was there any reason in the
world to think that while we sent out of the country four ar
five millions of these goods, we should al the samne lime bring
ten millions in? I do not mean 1o treat the Senator’s opinion
with disrespect, but it does appear plain to me that, with such
a ity to supply onr own demand against the manufac-

€2

the greater sum received on the importations of woollens and
cottons would more than make up for all.

Take thé article of wonllens : they now paid a duty of 40
per cent. We imported six millions, and we manufactured in
the United States twenty-four millions, making in all thirty
millions. The Senator from Massachusetts would not deny
that the reduction of the duty from 40 to 30 per cent. on the
imported goods would reduce the price in the American mar-
ket. 'The reduction of 10 per cent. on the six millions im-
ported would occasion a loss to the Treasury of six hundred
thousand dollars, provided the amount of imparts remained
the same.
view.! Here wére six millions of im-
p w and twenty-four millions of domestic, which
were to be effected hy this tariff. The “reduction on the six
millions from abroad was 10 per cent. ; the reduction on simi-
lar goods made inthe United States would be the same. The

be three millions of dollars. Hut allpwing our impor.s to in-
crease from six to nine millions, the result would be nearly
the same ;- for nine millions, at 30 per cent., would give two
million seven hundred thousand dollars, while six millions at
40 per cent. woyid give two millions four hundred thousand
dollars. Here, then, would fie a gain of three millions im-
portation on the woollens  To those goods to which the min-
imums applied, the increased importation would be so great
that it was impossible {o caleulate it. Mr. MeD. said he -had
a piece of comeetin; which was fit for the wear of any
gentleman, which cost in Manchester but seven cents, while
goods of the same fineness at Lowell cost fourteen cents. [A
voice -+ ** Ah ? I should like to see it.”"] What would be the
from the aholition of these minimums no one could

selves, byt concluded that the best way would be to take a
short cut, and ask to he dischyrged, in the that some-
thing might oceur which would enable them (o pass this bill.
I do not believe they so much as opened a book.

And now [ say that when this bill shall be passed, there will
be no need of writing on the body of itwhether it isa Democra
tic or an aristocratic bill.  When the laboring man sees that
-the duty on the raw material which forms the staple of his
work iy raised, while that on silks, op splces, on preserved
fruits, on rich carpets, gnd on rich cut-glass is lowered, he will
not ask any man to give the bill its name—its name is on its
face, It is an aristocratic bill, and every item in it corresponds
to that general T.

Mr. McDUFFIE said that the Senator from Massachusetts,
in cbaracteriging this as an aristogratic bill, jmpesed on him
the duty of saying a few words before the question should be
taken, that he might disabuse the public mind of any such
i i The Senator had asked with great fid

tell ; but it would be more than sufficient to compensate for
any falling off in the revenue from other parts of the bill.

Mr. DAVIS here inquired whether the specimen of cotton
to which the gentleman had alluded was of the kind called
plein white cotton

Mr. McDUFFIE replied, it was plain white cotton, 36
inches wide. -

Mr. DAVIS said be understood the gentleman to say that
this species of goods could be got in Manchester for 7 cents,
while at Lowell they would cost 14. Now, it happened that
the British manufacturers of these goods Iwo years ago bad
gone before the British Parligment with petitions that the duaty
en raw colton might be taken off, and in support of that prayer
they hadmdﬂutnllthﬂ:p;duqu;mmd: wasg made
in the United Stateg as cheap and cheaper than it was or could
be made in (ireat Britain, and after a full hegring and an in-
vestigation into the facts of the case, the duty on raw cotton

im ]
lns surely with the expectation of not being replied to, where
was the democratic feature in this bill ?  Where wasthe pro-
vision for the laboring classes ? He had sclected a few articles
of luxury on which the duties were reduced, leaving it to be
inferred that these werp the principal reductions in the hill.

I will tell the Senator what are the demogratic features of-
the bill. In the first place it has reduced the duty on salt
from eight cents 1o two cents a bushel. It has reduced the
duty on sugar from two and a half cents to one cent per Ib.
On all the copsumers of calicoes, plain or printed, a species
of goods used by all the farmers, and meghanies, and Ebor—
ers, and their families, God knows:how much, [ believe that
on all the artieles consumed by the poor and by the middle
classes the reduction is greater than on all other articles in the
bill. The simple repeal of the minimums on coarse cottons
(a sort of tax never known till the tariff of 1816 either in this
or in any other country) will alone enable the people of the
United Stutes to consume an increased importation to the

was thereup pealed. Now, Mr. D. presumed these men
understood their own business, and knew at what rate they
could make plain white cottons.

Mr. McDUFFIE said he did not care what they said, the
fact was as he had stated it ; and, moreover, he knew that on
some descriptions of coarse cottons they were able now in South
Carolina to beat Boston and Lowell and England to boot, and
make a profit of 40 per cent.  [A laugh.

Mr. Mc). here called for the reading of the Boston resolu-
tions, and they were read accordingly.

Mr. WEBSTER said that he did not doubt that which
had been read by the Clerk might be g correct account, ae far
as it went, of what was done at the meating in question ; but,
if it were, it could not be the whole account, because he knew
there was another resolution adopted at the same time and
shich had not been read, and to which Mr. W.'s attention
had been frequently called in that chamber. 'Whether he had
drawn these resolutions or made any cmh on that oc-
ion, he could not now tell ; but he yie it all, and the

value of ten mullions of dollars, at prices not more than two-
thirds of what they now pay. -

What is the great redpction in this bill which it is thought
is to prove o injurions lo the cquntry ? [t is the protecting
duties on manufactores made in large ostablishrgents by the
power of machinery, owned by heavy capitalists, who are re-
alizing from thirty to forty per cent, prafit. The repeal of
these duties will operate to reduce the profits of these men to
eight or ten per cent. I do not myself believe that the mo-
ney price of labor will be reduced one-half as much as the
price of the commadities used by the laborers ; and, therefore,
that the practjcal effect of this bill will bp most favorable to
the great mass of our labarers and to nineteen itieths of

gentleman might consider him as having drawn every one of
these resolutions and argued in their favor before the people of

Boston.
But now, i;md Mr. W.) the first thing I have to.say in
reply is, that the honorable Senator from South Carolina will

readily admit that such is the infirmity of our nature that even
an honest man may sometimes change his opinion ; nay more,
that he may change his opinion in three years as well as
in thirty years. Now, I think that the greatest and the ablest

1 ever heard against the annexation of Texas was from
the Governor of the State of South Carolina, while a still
greater speech in favor of annexation was delivered by the

ul] the people of the United States. The laborers in their
factories will get, on the whole, more for their labor than they
I now.

But [ will take Iru_u to refer the honorable Senatar from

o tions | d in Boston in 1820,
which are said to have been drawn up and mfpuna] in a
powerful speech by that h ble Senator hi f, soon after

the commencement of the system of protecting American
manufactures by high duties. The duties at that time were
about 20 or 25 per eent. on coltons, woollens, and iron. A
proposition had been made to enhance these duties, as they
were afterwards fixed by the tariff of 1824. And it was in
opposition to this proposal that, at a meeting of the merchants
G:DEM. :Mrc these lutions were p 1, the Senat

took u very distinguished in getting them adopted. One
of those resolutions, as | rmmber, affirmed that the effect of
protecting laws was to benefit the great capitglists and not the
Iabor of the country.

Mr. WEBS‘I‘E% here inquired whether Me. McD, had the
resolutions before him ?

Mr. McDUFFIE eaid he had not ; but they could be got.
He qu them from memory.

Another resolution was in answer to the general allegation
that the establishment of manufactyres gave a market to the
farmer. It was nearly in these words :

“* fesolved, That we eannot pereeive how that system ean
be a henefit 10 the farmer which increases the pri:e’d' ull he
hus to buy, while it dimjnjshes the priee of all he has to sell.™

Mr. MeD. said that he had reforred to theae resolutions as
the best answer to the pregnant inquiry of the Senator, when
he asked where was the democratic feature in this bill ?

The Senator had waid that a tax imposed upon the raw ma-
terial struck n blow ot the labor of the country, Now Mr.
MeD. eonsidered this as but & very small matter. Tt had been
magnified by circumstances into an im; which did not
belong toit. Why, what was the tax laid on all these arti-
cles? It was only five per cent. He did not know that
there was any duty laid on dye-stuffis; bat where these articles
had formesly beep free, they were genorally raised by this bill
to five per cent. A duly of five por cent. on one small ele-
| ment in the cost of manufactured articles, was that going to
break down the factarer 7 It appeared to him but a very
smgll matter, and had he beon charged with the framing of
this bill, he should haye been as willing that this was out of
the bill as in it. He met and repelled the iden that the bill
made any unjust diserimination American manufac-
tures. It gave them a protecting duty of from twenty-five to
thirty per cent.  The duty on woollens was thirty per cent.,
that on cottons twenty-five per cont., while it required them
to pay o d“:f of only five per cen. on their raw material.
Was that a diserimination against them ' It gave them twen-
ty-five per cent. in their favor, :

Mr. McD. said it radd to him unjust 1o allow the idea
to go to the country that a law of this kind, which secured to

the great body of the industrious people of this country the

Senator from South Carolina. [Much laughter.] I adduce
this merely as a proof that an honest man may change his
opinion. Moreover, if I rightly ber, the S from
South Carolina was once one of the most powerful advocates
this country contained for internal improvements.

Mr. McDUFFIE. Yes, and I have never changed my
opinion gince on the question of power,

Mr. WEBSTER. *“On the question of power And
why then was the Senator so zealous in favor of a barren

m
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tures of England, and all the world, we are not likely to im-
port the same sort of goods to the amount of ten millions.
The Senstor has expressed an opinion that the farmers of
this country (by which I take it he means the employed
in the agricalture of the Northern and Middle States) will be
greatly benefited by this bill ; because, under the grxisting law,
they are heavily taxed for the benefit of their neighbors in the
villages and factories. Now, on that subject T wish to put
one or two questions to the bonarablé Senator. I ask him
whether at any time the prices of goods were lower to the
farmer than at this moment, and whether it is a well-founded
opinion that similar goods can be brought here from England
i The gentleman states a strong
case, in which the hters of an Iilinois farmer were cloth-
ed in unbleached cottons at four cents & yard. Yes; and
why ? and why ! The immediate answer is, because the
farmer had no market for the consumption of his produce.
Flour is now hringing two dollurs a barrel in Missouri. A
correspandent writes me that, repealed as the comn laws of
England may be, good flour now can be gol at 8t. Louis for
ldgllar and a half .'I:.MIiflha
ow, it comes to this : Benator is right in supposin
that these agricultural products of a farmer ini‘hﬂﬁmb or l(i.'-
souri will rise in price from the repeal of the British corn laws,
then he may consistently enough hold the other opinion he
avowed as to the introduction of British goods. But I believe
that it will be found to be a very great error. That the effect
of Bir Robert Peel's bill may be to introduce into the councils
of Great Britain & mare liberal spirit than has heretofore pre-
vailed, [ have little doubt ; but that it will the market
far American flour to any sensible degree I do not believe.-
The very repeal of those laws will stimulate improvement in
the agriculture of England, und they are now rapidly improv-
ing in all the modes of tillage. It is obvious that, H!lhaptiu
of his product continues to be lower and importation to go on,
it behoves him to cast ahout for means to improve his landed

n
Wﬂﬁmm&uﬂtbﬂﬁaﬂngﬁrbuﬁtﬂiﬂhmm
self a landholder, with means at his di to an amount
that might seem to us incredible. 1 know myself an English
landed gentleman who expended one hundred thousand
lars simply in draining his landa, in order thereby to increase
his crops ; and s similar process is going on
But now, if, turning away our eyes from this
ﬁlﬁdummmﬁﬂm&o{h:m&m althnrll:‘Min

ast, we is greatest expectation of &
muneration for his labor is in that market which is
ocreated and kept up by the factories and villages in his neigh-
borhood. 1 might put a question on this to either of
the Senators from lglnnqlunia. and get a prompt answer in
the affirmative. And any man who would look to the statis-
tics annually published may see in how large a degree

eclement in the price of our manufactured commodities. Eng-
land herself furnishes us with abundant exsmples of this ;
and a member in the other House has gone into a very accu-
rate and exact calealation, showing how much of English ag-
ricultural products enter into the value of every yard of Eng-
lish broadcloth which we import.

But I will not extend these remarks. first
proposition that the Senate by adopting this bill,
submit to a great loss of revenue on articles used exclusively
by the rich, while at the same time they increase the taxes on
raw material, and refuse to bring them down to the rate of
those in the bill of 1842. Let the people look on this
ture and on that, and then decide which of the measures
that justly deserves to be called democratic.

Mr. SIMMONS next took the floor. [The Reporter will
endeavor to give a correct sketch of as much as be heard,
but the statistica] details he is compelled to omit lest he should
do Mr. 8. injustice by inisstating matters with which that gen-
tleman is so eminently familiar. ]

Mr. 8. said that allusion had been made by the honorable
Senator from South Caroline (Mr. McDurrrx) to the expect-
ed effect of this bill upon the ing classes of the eountry ;
and his calculation was, that although the bill might and proba-
bly would reduce the prices of labor to some extent, yet that the

ing reduction of price in commodities they consumed
would more than make up for it ; so that, upon the whole, their "
condition would be much bettered. Now, he wished to ask
that gentleman to what commodities be alluded, the prices of
which were to be so much reduced as to make up to the arti-
unlbnwducliwtnt:l,xﬁuofhh labor ! What were the
articles And who uced them ! And how was the la-
borer to be compensated for a reduction of 25 per cent. in the
prico of his labor ¥ The consumption of the Unifed S:ates
was fifteen hundred millions ; of which amount one thousand
millions worth consisted of agricultural products. These,
n, ituted two-thirds of the consumption of the laborer.

I recur to my

g

in

power, which, according to him, ought never to be ox

[A laugh. .
Mr. McDUFFIE was understood to say that he had only
argued in favor of appropriations for survey.

Mr. WEBSTER. Again the same gentleman was, I be-
liewe, once favorable to & Hank of the United States,
Mr. McDUFFIE'S reply not audible in the gallery.
Mr. WEBSTER. Then I stand beforo the Senate as but
affording the same proof
honest man may change his op )

I remomber very well that at the time that meeting was
held the commercial people of Bostoa were in a state of great
alarm. 'l‘hay“:ud then a wmum:h whmie: was mtng over
the world, an apprehended that y pre-
vail at thin:::z was such as weuld interfore with that
commerce. And now, sir, what wag it in especial that they
so much feared ? Tt was this very principle of minimum du-
ties, which was put upon the people of New England by the
poliey of South gnudm. The Senator said that such a poli.
ey had never been heard of in the legislation of this or any
other country on tbe globe before the tariff of 1816, Well,
wir ; and by whom was that minimum policy first devised and
introdueed? It was moved by a gentleman from South Caro-
lina, nnd carried in Congress hy the votes of South Carolina
aguinst every vote of Massachusetts. The people of Hoston
dreaded these minimum duties, because they thit
their practical operation would be to cut off' their India trade.
They did not the principle because it was bad in itself,
but only beeause it would work injuriously to them. To hear
the manner in which minimpms have been en of in this
chambet throughout this debate, one would think, who never
had heard of them before, that they were some band of Ca-
manche or Pawnee Indians that were coming down upon us
1o eat us all up.

Mr. McDUFFIE here said that the Senator was not cor-
rect in saying that minimums had been introduced aginst
“.h? Magsachusetls vote.

r. WEBSTER, Waell, be it so. 'I'he minimum policy
was introduced by South Carolina. The Senator will not
deny, that the invention was of SBouth Carolina origin.  This
was in 1816. In 1820 an eminent gontleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. Baldwin) had introduced u high ve duty
oh iron, and advocated -Nrd which went to protect every
thing out of New England. New BEngland thus found her-
woll between the upper and the nether millstones.  Between
the South Carolina tarifl and the Ivania tarifl, she was
like to be ground to pieces.  And, by way, if the honor-

with the gentleman himself that an [

Did the bill reduce to him the price of these articles !

Mt:; McDUFFIE replied that the bill would have no effect
on the prices of agricultural ucts when were copsum-
ed by those who raised LheF:.’d Ninm-l::,mliahc of our
agricultural products were consumed by those who uoed
them, but of those which were sold the price ‘be in-

Mr. SIMMONS. ¢ The price will be inereased ;" and
where then will be the compensation to the laborer ! Two-
thirds of what he consumes consista of the produets of agricul-
ture ; and on all these, according to the Senator's own show-
ing, he will have to pay more than he now does. How will
this compensate him for a redaction in the of his labor ?
Will the Senator explain 7 The gentleman does
not seem very well to know which way to state it, whether
the bill will increase the price of agricultural products or dimin-
ish them. He may take it either way.

Mr. McDUFFIE. 1 have just said that, when these
ducts are consumed by the farmer who nbuﬂml.lhehir
course, will have no effect ; but it will raise the prico of
he has to eell, :
Mr. BIMMONS. Very well 5, then all the food which our
laborers buy will be enhanced in price, while the price of all
he makes i to be reduced. 'Will this greatly benefit him !
Mr. LEWIS. Who admits that under this bill the
of Jabor will be redaced ? -

Mr. SIMMONS., The honorable Senator from

rolina does.

Mr. McDUFFIE. | said that the
might to some extent bo reduced, but that this would
pensated to the laborer by the reduced price of what he con-

sumes.
Mr. SIMMONS. The *“ money price of labor !” What
other price i there ! I know of no other price of labor than
tﬁ;h:dmnunﬁmr::ei; Tl;h:l-illtbmi-tnnhethpthidhh

3 and t to be made up to him, I suppone, by cutting
:Mmllllrh of the ucts of his labor. The shoema-
era will like this amazingly ; for, while they more for
their bread, they will get loss for their shoss. [A laugh.)

Mr. McDUFFIE, The shoemakers sre
dent of this bill.

Mr. SIMMONS. Oh, then [suppose the shoemakers are
the true aristocracy.  While other are to be cut down
they are to be leit in independence.’ . are the ** bloated
capitalists,” I sy,
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products of agriculture enter into the value and constitute an °

-



